COMMCNWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIZ, COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT - GREENE COUNTY

IN RE: ) ﬁf'f‘ﬁ
) C.A. No. _|H of 2019 -
GREENE COUNTY LOCAL RULES ) _iff1 o3
ORDER

AND NOW, this (g%—’day of August, 2019, in compliance
with Pa. Rule of Judicial Administration 103(c) and (d}, it is
hereby Ordered, Directed and Decreed that all previous Greene
County Local Rules (G.C.L.R.) are hereby rescinded and we adopt
the following Civil and Judicial Adwministration Rules.

Rules of Civil Procedure:
G205.2 (b) Cover Page

G206.4 (¢} Rule to Show Cause
G208.3(a) Motions

G212 Scheduling Conferencas
G212.3 Pretrial Conferences

G216 Continuances

G229 Discontinuances

G300 Status Conferences

G320 Mortgage Foreclosure

G1018.1 Notice to Defend - Judicial Administration
G1028 (c¢) Preliminary Objections

G1034 (a) Judgment on the Pleadings
G1035.2(a) Motions for Summary Judgment
G1301 Judicial Arbitration

G1302 Arbitrators

G1308 Appeal from Arbitration
G1309 Parties to Appeal

G1915.4-2 Custody Hearing

G1920.51 Master in Divorce

G1920.55-2 Master’s Report, Notice, Exceptions,
Final Decree

G4050 Board of View
G4051 Background Checks for Adoptive Parents
G4053 Fees and Costs

Rules of Judicial Administration:

G1910 Broadcasting in the Courtroom
G4008 (A} (1) Transcript Costs




In compliance with Pa. Rule of Judicial Administration
103, we promulgate the attached Greene County Local Rules and
the District Court Administrator shall:

(2) File one copy of the local rules with the

Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts via

email at adminrules@pacourts.us;

(b) File two paper copies and one electronic copy

containing the text of the local rules (in Microsoft

Word format) with the Legislative Reference Bureau for

publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin and mailed to

the following address:
Pa. Code and Bulletin
Legislative Reference Bureau
647 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120;

{({c¢) File one electronic copy with the Civil Procedural

Rules Committee and Domestic Relations Rules

Committee;

(d) File a copy of the local rules, which shall be

continuously available for inspection and copying, in

the Office of the Prothonotary of Greene County; and

(@) Publish the local rules on the Court’s website at

WWW. greenepacourts.us.

These local rules shall become effective thirty (30)
days after the date of publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

ATTEST: BY THE COURT:

Ssor K T

PROTHONOTARY - F Y TQOTHMAN, PRESIDENT JUDGE
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Rules of Ciwvil Procedure:

Local Rule G205.2(b) COVER PAGE

1. For the initial pleading in any civil action, the pleading
shall be accompanied by a completed Pennsylvania Rule of
Civil Procedure 205.5 Cover Sheet which can be found at
http://vwww.pacourts.us/forms/for-the-public.

Local Rule G206.4(c) RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

We hereby adopt Pa. R.C.P. 206.5 as local procedure for rules to

show cause.

Local Rule G208.3(a) MOTIONS

1. Court shall hear Motions at 8:45 A.M. on Mondays and
Wednesdays of each week. In the event of a holiday, it will
be held on the first business day thereafter. Any changes
to Motions Court shall be published on the website of the
Greene County Court of Common Pleas.

a. All motions shall be in writing, except as permitted by
the court or when made in open court during a trial or
hearing.

b. A written motion shall comply with the following
requirements:

(1)

(i1}

Notice of the presentation of the motion shall be
in writing and a copy of the motion sent to
opposing counsel or an unrepresented party at
least four (4) Court business days in advance of
its presentation to the Court.

A motion may be presented in person in Motions
Court after being filed with the appropriate
court filing office. Motions that are agreed
upon shall contain the consenting signatures or
attached consents of all attorneys or
unrepresented parties of interest and motions for
routine scheduling of hearings and rule
returnable/citations may be delivered to the
appropriate filing office where it shall be
docketed and immediately thereafter delivered to
the Office of District Court Administration, for
consideration by the Court.




(iii) The motion shall be signed by the person or
attorney making the motion. The signature of an
attorney shall constitute a certification that
the attorney has read the motion, that to the
best of the attorney’s knowledge, information,
and belief there is good ground to support the
motion, and that it is not interposed foxr delay.
The motion also shall contain a certification
that the motion complies with the provisions of
the Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial
System of Pennsylvania: Case Recoxrds of the
Appellate and Trial Courts regarding confidential
information and documents.

(iv) The motion shall include the court, caption,
term, and number of the case in which reljief is
requested.

{v) The motion shall state with particularity the

grounds for the motion, the facts that support
each ground, and the types of relief requested.

{vi) The motion shall be divided into consecutively
numbered paragraphs, each containing only one
material allegation as far as practicable,

{(vii) The motion shall include any requests for hearing
or argument, or both.

(viii) If the motion sets forth Ffacts that do not

already appear of record in the case, the motion
shall be verified by the sworn affidavit of a
person having knowledge of the facts or by the
unsworn written statement of such a person that
the facts are verified subject to the penalties
for unsworn falsification to authorities under
the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, 18 Pa.C.S. §4904,

3. The failure, in any motion, to state a type of relief or a
ground therefore may constitute a waiver of such relief or
ground.

4. Any motion may request such alternative relief as may be
appropriate.

5. Any motion shall be accompanied by a proposed Order
consistent with the motion and the relief requested.




Local Rule G212 SCHEDULING CONFERENCES

The District Court Administrator may place any case on the next
available scheduling conference list where an Answer in response
to a Complaint has been filed.

As the Court may direct, the District Court Administrator may
place any case for scheduling and/or status conference.

Local Rule G212.3 PRE-TRIAT, CONFERENCES

1. Pretrial conferences shall be scheduled at the direction of
the trial judge.

2. The pretrial judge shall generally be the trial judge.

3. Notice of the pretrial conference shall be contained within
an order issued by the trial judge.

4. Narratives shall be required for the pretrial conference
and shall be filed ten (10) days prior to the date of the
conference.

5. The narrative shall contain the following:

a. A brief summary of the facts;

b. Al1l items of economic damages which the Plaintiff intends
to prove, including medical bills, property damage bills
and loss of earnings;

¢. The names and addresses of all persons who may be called
as witnesses, classifying them as liability and/or damage
witnesses;

d. Copies of all reports of any expert who treated,
examined, or was consulted in connection with the
injuries complained of, and who may be called as an
expert witness;

e. Copies of all reports of any expert whose opinion will be
in evidence at the time of trial. Such reports shall
include the findings and conclusions of the expert;

f. Any special legal or evidentiary issues;

g. The estimated length of trial;
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11.

12

h. Any scheduling problems;
i. The settlement demand and any responsive offers; and

J. A list of anticipated exhibits to be used at the time of
trial.

. At least one week prior to the pretrial conference, all

parties shall confer and consult with each other as often
as may be necessary for the following purposes:

. To explore in every respect the possibility of settlement;

including exchange of good faith demand and offer, and

. To consider the factual and legal issues involved.

. Supplements to a written pretrial memorandum may be filed

by any party after their original pretrial memorandum has
been filed. However, no supplemental pretrial memorandum
may be filed later than thirty (30) days prior to the
scheduled jury selection, except with permission of the
Court. Should any party need additional time for
preparation, or discovery as a result of a supplemental
pretrial memorandum being filed, a petition must be
promptly filed with the Court seeking such an extension of
time prior to the scheduled trial date.

.Any narrative and/or supplement not timely filed may result

in a fine and a copy of the sanctioning order shall be sent
to the litigants by the Court,

Counsel attending the pretrial conference must have
complete authority to stipulate regarding items of evidence
and admissions and must have full settlement authority.
Counsel shall have the client and those with settlement
authority available either in person or by phone for
consultations regarding settlement.

.At the pretrial conference, counsel shall be prepared to

discuss fully with the Court the possibility of settlement
of the case. At the conclusion of the conference, the Jjudge
may make an order reciting the actions taken at the
conference, including the agreements made by the parties as
to any of the matters considered, the issues of trial and
the admissions of fact obtained at the conference. The
pretrial conference Order shall include a date for the
filing of any pretrial motions and supporting briefs, voir
dire questions, and a scheduled date for argument, if
appropriate.




13.Tt is the preference of the Court to resolve Motions for
Summary Judgment, consolidation, bifurcation and severance,
if possible, prior to the pretrial conference. Such
motions generally require a decision before meaningful
progress can be made in preparing a case for trial or
negotiating a resolution to the lawsuit.

14 .Unless the Court grants otherwise, the following must be
- filed with the Court at least ten (10) days before the date
of the pretrial conference: motions in Ilimine, briefs on
unusual legal issues, proposed jury instructions, a
proposed verdict slip.

Local Rule G216 CONTINUANCES

1. The Court disfavors continuances due to the difficulty in
promptly rescheduling matters. All applications for
continuance shall be made by written motion. The
continuance shall specify the factual basis for the request
of the proposed continuance. The request for continuance
shall be presented to the assigned Judge, if possible.

2. Any request must specify the position of the opposing
party/parties. Failure to specify the position of the
opposing party/parties may result in denial of the reguest.

3. Requests for continuances shall be filed at least ten (10)
days in advance of the hearing date. Where the continuance
is not timely filed, the reasons for the delay shall be
specifically set forth in the motion.

4. Any continuance request shall contain the signature of a
party or the attorney of record.

Local Rule G229 DISCONTINUANCES

1. Any discontinuance of an action shall be in accordance with
Pa. R.C.P. 229. A discontinuance may also be entered by a
written direction (praecipe) to the Prothonotary if it is
signed by the attorney for the plaintiff or by a self-
represented plaintiff and the same shall be accepted by the
Prothonotary, if all costs due the Prothonotary have been
paid,

2. Counsel shall provide a copy of the discontinuance to Court
Administration simultaneous with providing the original to
the Prothonotary. Any written direction to the Prothonotary




complying with this rule may be sent to the Prothonotary by
mail and shall be accepted for filing.

Local Rule G300 STATUS CONFERENCES

1.

7.

In any complex case or other action which the Court deems
applicable, a status conference may be scheduled by the
Court for purposes of discussing the following, including,
but not limited to:

. The facts of the case;

. The status of discovery and what discovery is anticipated

in the case;

. Setting and/or modifying discovery deadlines. The Court

reserves the right to set discovery deadlines prior to a
status conference;

. Status conferences may be scheduled upon request of the

parties or at the discretion of the Court;

. Subsequent to the status conference, the court may issue

any Order deemed necessary providing counsel with dates and
times for any future proceedings that may be required;

No written narratives need be filed for status conferences.

Local Rule G320 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE

1.

In all cases initiated by the filing of a Mortgage
Foreclosure Complaint, the matter shall be set for a
conciliation conference within sixty (60) days with the
presiding judge.

. The Plaintiff shall come to the Conciliation Conference

prepared to provide proof of the defaulted mortgage and the
exact amount, including costs and penalties, needed to
bring the mortgage current as of that date. Failure to do
so will preclude the recovery of any interest due on the
mortgage after that date.

. The Defendant shall come to the Conciliation Conference

prepared to provide the following:

a. Proof of income from all sources (i.e. pay stubs, social
security disability letter of determination, workers
compensation letter of determination, annual income tax
returns, child and spousal support orders, etc.);




b. Proof of expenses and debt statements {i.e. regular
monthly mortgage payment, payments related to
water/sewer, electricity, heating, telephone, cable,
credit card(s), tuition and day care expenses, etc.); and

c. Act 91 Notice and any other documents received regarding
this mortgage foreclosure.

4. For the purposes of the case, civil case management, and
further pleading deadlines are suspended pending the
outcome of the Conciliation Conference. Suspension is
effective as of the date of the Order setting the
Conciliation Conference.

Local Rule 61018.1 NOTICE TO DEFEND - JUDICIAIL ADMINISTRATION

1. The agency to be contacted for legal help as provided in
Pa. R.C.P. 1018.1 for Notice to Defend is:

Distriet Court Administrator
Greene County Courthouse

10 E. High Street, Suite 218
Waynesburg, PA 15370

(724) 852-5237

Southwestern Pennsylvania Legal Aid Society
63 S. Washington Street

Waynesburg, PA 15370

(724) 627-3127

Local Rule G1028(c) PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS

1. Preliminary objections, unless otherwise directed by the
Court, may be placed on the next available argument list by
the District Court Administrator. The parties may petition
the Court to be heard solely on the briefs.

a. The legal brief or memorandum of the moving party
regarding preliminary objections shall be filed with the
appropriate filing office. The parties will be notified
by Court Order of a briefing schedule and the date
scheduled for argument, if applicable. Failure to
strictly comply with the briefing schedule may constitute
a default authorizing the Court to grant or deny the
relief at issue, prohibit the noncompliant party from
making argument, and take such other action as the Court
deems necessary for the proper administration of justice.




Local Rule G1034(a) MOTION FOR JUDGMENT ON THE PLEADINGS

1. Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings, unless otherwise

directed by the Court, may be placed by the District Court
Administrator on the next available argument list. The
parties may petition the Court to be heard solely on the
briefs.

a. The legal brief or memorandum of the moving party
regarding motion for judgment on the pleadings shall be
filed with the appropriate filing office. The parties
will be notified by Court Order of a briefing schedule
and the date scheduled for argument, if applicable.
Failure to strictly comply with the briefing schedule may
constitute a default authorizing the Court to grant or
deny the relief at issue, prohibit the noncompliant party
from making argument, and take such other action as the
Court deems necessary for the proper administration of
justice.

Local Rule G1035.2(a) MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

1. Motion for Summary Judgment, unless otherwise directed by

the Court, may be placed by the District Court
Administrator, on the next available argument list. The
parties may petition the Court to be heard solely on the
briefs.

a. The legal brief or memorandum of the moving party
regarding Motion for Summary Judgment shall be filed with
the appropriate filing office. The parties will be
notified by Court Order of a briefing schedule and the
date scheduled for argument, if applicable. Failure to
strictly comply with the briefing schedule may constitute
a default authorizing the Court to grant or deny the
relief at issue, prohibit the noncompliant party from
making argument, and take such other action as the Court
deems necessary for the proper administration of Jjustice.

Local Rule G1301 JUDICIAL ARBITRATION

1.

Pursuant 42 Pa. C.S.A. Section 7361 of the Judicial Code,
and Pa. R.C.P. 1301, all civil suits or actions where the
amount in controversy is $50,000.00 or less, shall first be
tried by a Board of Arbitrators, except for actions
involving title to real estate or actions in equity. This
includes all appeals from a civil judgment of magisterial
district judges. Matters may be placed at arbitration by
consent of the parties even if the amount in controversy is
in excess of $50,000.00.




a. Cases for Submission:

i. By Court Administration — Court Administration,
through Civil Case Management, will schedule all
Civil Cases which are at issue wherein the amount
in controversy (exclusive of interest and costs)
shall be $50,000.00 or less, per the
pleadings. The above cases identified shall be
submitted to, heard and decided by a Board of
Arbitrators, consisting of three (3) members
admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania to be
selected as hereinafter provided.

ii. By the Parties — Cases, regardless of amount or
subject in controversy, may be referred to a Board
of Arbitrators by written agreement signed by all
parties or their counsel, and may contain
stipulations with respect to facts submitted or
agreed upon or defense in such cases, the written
agreement may take the place of the pleadings in
the cvase and shall be filed of record.

iii. By the Court — Cases may be referred to arbitration

where the Court is satisfied that the matter
involves $50,000.00 or less, in accordance with Pa.
R.C.P, 1301.

Local Rule G1302 ARBITRATORS

1.

The District Court Administrator shall appoint a Board of
Arbitrators by seeking voluntary appointment, and if unable
to obtain a Board in that manner within thirty (30) days,
the Court shall appoint arbitrators for the unfilled
vacancies. Each member of the Greene County Bar who is
practicing law full-time is expected to accept appointment.

. The panel of arbitrators shall be appointed insofar as is

possible on a rotating basis by the District Court
Administrator.

. The chairperson of any Board of Arbitration must be an

attorney with at least three (3) years experience.

. Not more than one member or associate of a law firm or

association of attorneys shall be appointed to serve on the
same Board of Arbitration.

. Attorneys should disqualify themselves from serving on a

Board of Arbitration if serving would present a conflict of




interest or if a judge in a similar situation would
disqualify himself or herself.

. The parties shall pay a fee of $400.00 and that fee shall
be deposited with the Greene County Prothonotary. The
allocations of cost shall be a 50%/50% split, payment by
the moving party in full or as established by order of
Court. The Arbitrators shall not be appointed until the fee
is paid in full.

. Arbitrators shall be compensated per case at a rate of
$150.00 for the Chairpexrson and $125.00 for the two
remaining panel members.

. The arbitrators appointed pursuant to this section shall
have powers and shall proceed in such manner as shall be
prescribed by general rules.

. A party moving for a continuance shall file a written
continuance.

a. At the Court's discretion, each party may be granted one
{1) continuance without imposition of any fee.

b. A party requesting an additional continuance shall pay to
the Prothonotary a Continuance Fee of $50.00 at the time
of the continuance request. The moving party shall notify.
in writing the assigned Judge and Court Administration of
such payment.

c. A party requesting any continuance within seventy-two
(72) houxrs of the scheduled arbitration time shall pay to
the Prothonotary the Arbitration Costs at the time of the
continuance request. Such Arbitration costs shall be set
at $100.00 for the Chairperson of the arbitration panel,
and $75.00 for each additional Arbitrator of the
arbitration panel. Such payment shall not impact the
applicability of any other Arbitration costs.

d. If a continuance request is granted, Court
Administration, or its designee, shall give to the
parties, or the attorneys of record, and the assigned
Judge notice in writing of the new date, time and place
of the arbitration hearing. The arbitration hearing shall
be rescheduled by Court Administration only upon the
moving party's payment of any applicable Continuance Fees
or Arbitration Costs.

10.Counsel shall work diligently to assure settlements will
be reached prior to the arbitration hearing.




a. If a settlement occurs prior to the scheduled arbitration
hearing, the parties shall notify in writing the assigned
Judge and Court Administration of the settlement no later
than five (5) days prior to the scheduled arbitration
hearing.

b. If a settlement occurs within five (5) days of the
scheduled arbitration hearing, or if the parties fail to
timely notify the assigned Judge and Court
Administration, the parties shall pay the Arbitration
costs.,

c. The arbitration costs shall be set at $100.00 for the
Case Manager of the arbitration panel, and $75.00 for
each additional Arbitrator of the arbitration panel.

d. Such arbitration costs are to be paid to the Prothonotary
by the parties, with fifty percent (50%) contribution
from the plaintiff(s), jointly and severally, and fifty
percent (50%) contribution from the defendant(s), jointly
and severally, unless otherwise agreed upcn by the
parties.

e. Such payment shall be made within five (5) days of the
scheduled arbitration hearing.

11.A party who willfully fails to appear at any
appropriately scheduled arbitration hearing under
G.C.L.R. 1302 may be held in Contempt of Court. Such
finding and any appropriate sanction shall be in the
discretion of the assigned judge.

10.Any applicable continuance fees, arbitration costs, or

other payment obligations designated under this
provision shall be enforced by Order of the Court.

Local Rule G1308 APPEAI, FROM ARBITRATION

1. 2An appeal from an award of a Board of Arbitrators shall be
taken in conformity with Pa. R.C.P. 1313 within thirty (30)
days after the entry of the award on the docket.

2. The appealing party shall pay to the Prothonotary the sum
of $400.00 or fifty percent (50%) of the amount in
controversy, whichever is less, as compensation for the
Arbitrators which shall not be taxed as costs or be
recoverable in any proceeding.




3. The Court, for cause shown, may permit an appeal to proceed
in forma pauperis.

Local Rule G1309 PARTIES TO APPEAL

1. An appeal by any party shall be deemed an appeal by all
prarties as to all issues unless all parties stipulate in
writing otherwise.

Local Rule G1915.4-2 CUSTODY HEARING

1. The parties are now on notice that Greene County follows
alternative hearing procedure Pa. R.C.P. 1915.4-2 wherein
an action for partial custody may be heard by a Hearing
QOfficer as outlined in Pa. R.C.P. 1915.4-2(b).

2. When any petition/complaint for custody or a modification
of custody is filed, the District Court Administrator shall
set the matter before a Custody Conference Officer with a
view towards reaching an agreement through conciliation. If
an agreement is reached, the Custody Conference Officer
will propose an Order for confirmation by the Court of
Common Pleas.,

3. In the event the matter is for partial custody and there is
no existing custody order and no agreement is reached
between the parties at the conciliation conference, the
hearing officer may consider evidence and enter a
recommended interim custody order pending the pretrial
conference,

4. In additien, if an agreement cannot be reached through
conciliation, the matter will be szet before the Court for a
pre—-trial conference. The Court will attempt to facilitate
an agreement. If no agreement is reached, the Court will
then determine whether the matter shall be sent to a
Custody Hearing Officer or heard by the Court. In the
event the matter is for partial custody, it shall be sent
to the Custody Hearing Officer and shall be conducted of
racord and appeal shall be by exceptions to the Court of
Common Pleas.




Local Rule G15%20.51 MASTER IN DIVORCE

(a) At the request of the parties, or at the discretion of the
Court, the Court shall appoint a Master in Divorce. The Master
in Divorce shall be an attorney licensed to practice in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for at least five (5) years.

(b) Prior to the appointment of a Master in Divorce, the parties
shall pay a fee of $500.00 which shall be deposited with the
Greene County Prothonotary. Thereafter, the matter shall first
be set for conciliation by the Master in Divorce. The Master
shall receive a fee of $500.00 for presiding over the
conciliation. Proceedings before a Master in Divorce shall be
conducted within the borders of Greene County, Pennsylvania,
unless otherwise directed by Court Order or agreement of the
parties.

(c) In the event no agreement is reached through conciliation
and prior to the Master in Divorce scheduling a hearing, the
parties shall deposit with the Greene County Prothonotary a fee
of $2,000.00 per calendar day. The Master in Divorce shall be
paid $1,000.00 per calendar day of hearing with the remaining
monies to be on deposit as a fund for the reimbursement of the
stenographer.

(d}) An additional $2,000.00 shall be deposited prior to each
additional calendar day of proceeding before the Master in
Divorce.

(e) The Prothonotary shall only release payment to the Master
in Divorce and/or stenographer pursuant to Court Order.

(f) The cost as stated above shall be divided evenly between
the parties or by payment of the moving party in full or as
established by order of Court. The Master is granted discretion
to reallocate any fees paid by the parties in the Master’s '
report.

Local Rule G1920.55-2 MASTER’S REPORT, NOTICE, EXCEPTIONS, FINAL
DECREE

(2) The Master shall submit the Master’s Report within 20 days
in uncontested matters and within 30 days of the latter of the
receipt of transcript or close of record in contested matters.

{(b) If exceptions are filed, the Court will schedule the matter
for argument and may direct the parties to provide proposed
findings of fact and conclusions of law and a proposed order.




Local Rule G4050 BOARD OF VIEW

1. When appropriate the parties may request the appointment of
a Board of View, or at the discretion of the Court, the
Court may appoint a Board of View.

2. The Beoard of View shall be made up of three (3) adult
individuals. One shall be a chairperson appointed by the
Court and shall be paid $125.00. The two (2) remaining
members shall be appointed by the Court and shall be paid
$100.00. In addition to the fee mentioned above, the board
members shall be paid mileage at the annual rate as
established by the County of Greene.

3. Prior to the appointment of a Board of View, the
petitioning party shall deposit a fee of $325.00 with the
Greene County Prothonotary. The cost shall be divided
evenly between the parties or payment by the
petitioning/moving party in full or as established by order
of Court. A Board of View shall not be appointed until the
fee is paid in full. The Board shall make a final
recommendation to the Court within sixty (60) days of the
view. If there is no recommendation filed within sixty
(60) days, the Court may sua sponte set the matter for a
status conference.

Local Rule G4051 BACKGROUND CHECK FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS

1. All proposed adoptive parents shall undergo and shall file
with the Court Childline and criminal clearances.

Local Rule G4053 FEES AND COSTS

1. Fees and costs shall be set by Administrative Order and
recorded in the Prothonotary’s Office in the Court
Administration Docket.




Rules of Judicial Administration:

Local Rule G1910 BROADCASTING IN THE COURTROOM

1. Pa. R.J.A. 1810 Photography, Recording, Broadecasting, and
Electronic Eguipment

a. The taking of photographs, including video pictures and
recording, and the use of audio broadecast and audio
recording equipment and any other device capable of
capturing or transmitting sound or images, in a courtroom
or hearing room or its environs during the progress of or
in connection with any action, whether or not court is
actually in session is prohibited. Violation of Rule
112 (a) may lead to criminal prosecution.

b. Environs Defined: Environs of a courtroom or hearing room
shall ineclude the entire floor on which is located any
courtroom, hearing room, jury room, grand jury room,
sheriff’s office, or station, Prothonotary’s or Clerk of
Court’s office, office of the District Attorney, or any
lock—up or prisoner holding area.

c¢. Recording Devices and Cellular Telephones, Prohibited:
Cameras, cellular telephones, portable electronic data
devices and any other device capable of capturing or
transmitting images or sound are prohibited inside of the
Greene County Courthouse (hereafter “Courthouse”), Adult
Probation and Parole offices, Domestic Relations lobby
and offices, and inside a Magisterial District Court
offices at the discretion of the Magisterial District
Judge.

(i) Employee Exception: The prohibition in Section
(¢} shall not apply to those individuals employed
by the Court or County in the Courthouse,
Magisterial District Court, Adult Probation and
Parole Offices, or Domestic Relations who clearly
display an identification badge issued by the
County of Greene provided, however, that the
device shall be in a “silent” or “wvibrate only”
mode when the employee enters a courtroom,
hearing room, or grand jury room.

(ii} Attorney exception: The prohibition to those
facilities enumerated in Section (¢) above shall
not apply to an attorney at law who enters the
Courtroom or a Magisterial District Court on
business related to the representation of a
client, provided however, that the device shall




be in a “silent” or “wibrate only” mode when the
attorney enters a courtroom, hearing room or
grand jury room.

(iid) Emergency Responder Exception: The
prohibition to those facilities enumerated in
Section (¢) above shall not apply to emergency
medical or other personnel responding to a call
within the Courthouse, Office of Adult
Probation, or Magisterial District Court.

{(iv) Juror Exception: The prcohibition in Section (&)
above shall not apply to jurors summoned by
Court Administration during the Jury Selection
process and at any other time permitted by the
presiding judge.

(v) Evidence Exception: The prohibition in Section
(c) above shall not apply to the use of such
devices for the purpose of presenting evidence in
any court proceeding and for legal reseaxrch.

(vi) Law Enforcement Exception: The prohibition to
those facilities enumerated in Section (c) above
shall not apply to a member of law
enforcement who provides proper identification
and is on business related to a case before the
Court and/or a meeting with the Office of the
District Attorney. However, the device shall
have the power switched “off” when the member of
law enforcement enters a courtrocm, hearing
room, or grand jury room.

(vii) Presiding Judge Exception: The presiding judge
may permit, at their discretion, the use of
cellular devices on a case by case basis.

. Special Proceedings: In the discretion of the presiding
judge, photographing, making video or audio recordings,
televising, or broadcasting any special proceedings such
as investiture, naturalization, or ceremonial
proceedings, in a courtroom or its environs may be
permitted under such conditions as the presiding judge
may prescribe.

. Recordings: Except as permitted by law or rule of Court,
the recording by any means of any judicial proceedings by
anyone other than the official court reporter/recorder in
a court case, for any purpose, is prohibited.




f. Special Permission: The President Judge may, upon
application, make exceptions (i.e. Public Ceremonies) to
the prohibitions contained in this Rule under such
circumstances and subject to such conditions as the
President Judge may prescribe.

g. Special Cases: The court may make such orders as may be
necessary in connection with any specific case to protect
the rights of all parties and the public.

Local Rule G4008(A) (1) TRANSCRIPT COSTS PAYABLE BY A REQUESTING
PARTY

{A) Costs

1. Greene County follows the statewide rules related to
requests for transcripts. However, due to limited
regources, a party requesting the following certain types
of transecripts must appear at Motions Court and gain Court

approval:

“Expedited” - within 72 hours of request excluding weekends
and holidays

“"Daily” - within 18 hours of request excluding weekends

and holidays
“Same Day” - within 6 hours of request.




